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What is the Diamondback Terrapin Preservation Project?

Goals:          Raise awareness
Distribute excluders
Find future funding

Objectives:  Recreational and commercial crabbers in 
South Carolina will modify their traps with 
excluders. 



Methods
Research
•Journals/Studies

•On-site resources

•Local Researchers

•Meg Hoyle—DTWG
•David Owens—College of Charleston
•Mike Dorcas—Davidson College
•Whit Gibbons—University of Georgia



Methods
•Obtain by-catch reduction  devices (BRDs)

•Top Me Products



Methods

Develop Outreach Materials



Traveling Display



Brochures



Coloring Page



Crab trap and Excluders



Live Terrapins



Methods

Organize Events

•Festivals
•Supply Stores
•State and County Parks
•Marinas
•Nature Preserves
•Coastal Museums
•Educational Wildlife Facilities
•Local Eco-tours



South Carolina Coastline



South Carolina Coastline



Media Coverage

• Appearance on local News stations
> Lowcountry Live, Channel 4 news
> Live Five News, Channel 5 news

• Tributaries, Aquarium membership magazine
• ETV E-Live national internet coverage
• Aquarium volunteer newsletter
• Georgetown Times, Georgetown, SC
• Various radio stations relating to festivals



Is this working?

• South Carolina Schools

• Huntington Beach State Park 
Murrells Inlet, SC
> Emily Hutchinson, Educator

• E-mail feedback



South Carolina Schools

• Moultrie Middle School,
> Mt. Pleasant

Michelle Brooks

• Belle Hall
> Mt. Pleasant

Eva Stratos

• Archibald Rutledge Academy
> McClellanville

Pam Morrison

• Midland Park Elementary
> North Charleston

Jami Halloway

• West Ashley High School
> West Ashley

Margaret Spigner

• Spring Valley High School
> Columbia

Shannon Dunnigan—student
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Measures
36 surveys given to recreational crabbers in 

South Carolina

• 100% would install a BRD in their crab trap

• 46.8% had never heard of a diamondback terrapin

• 10.8% had caught terrapins in their traps

• 7.2% were unsure if they had ever caught a terrapin



Measures

16 surveys given to non-crabbers in 
South Carolina

> 20.8% had never heard of a diamondback terrapin

> 11.2% of people have been crabbing at least once 



Future

•Educational resource for the public 

•Educational resource for crabbers

•Continuous supply of excluder devices for    
various venues



Future
•Incorporate DTP project into schools
•Expand terrapin conservation efforts   
statewide
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Questions?
Contact: Shelley Dearhart

843-579-8565
sdearhart@scaquarium.org


